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BURGLARIES — BAYULU 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.46 pm]: I need to again speak about the continuing antisocial 
behaviour in my electorate. My question today without notice was to the Minister for Environment representing 
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. I would like to read out that question again, if I may. I asked — 

I refer to the remote Aboriginal community of Bayulu in the Fitzroy Valley. Its general store has been broken 
into between 30 and 40 times in the last three years, most recently on both Friday last week and yesterday 
morning. Police are questioning a group of kids, the youngest believed to be eight years old. The group 
is alleged to have stolen a car and rammed the back door of the store to get in, causing $20 000 damage and 
stealing one tub of ice cream. This same group of alleged offenders are known to police and are known 
among many in the community as kids from the same family who offend time and again. What is the 
government going to do about it? 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs handballed my question to the Minister for Police. I was not interested in an 
answer from the Minister for Police, because her police force is doing a fine job up in Fitzroy Crossing under 
extremely difficult conditions. We need solutions from the government to prevent these crimes from happening in 
the first place. As I said in my question, eight-year-old kids are learning the criminal trade from their older siblings, 
and what can the police do about it? Absolutely nothing—they pick up the youngest of the kids and all the police 
can do is talk to them. The older kids who get sent to court just get let out again and poured back into the community 
with no punishment, no deterrents and nothing to assist these young people to become better citizens. They have 
no jobs, no future and nothing to do.  
We are treating this problem like an old broken-down Holden car. I want to make it clear that I am not comparing 
the Aboriginal situation to a broken-down car, but my level of schooling only allows me to give a practical example, 
and that is the best way I can explain it. This old Holden car is broken down, and the government rocks up there, 
lifts up the bonnet, pours millions of dollars into the engine bay and then slaps the bonnet down again. Everybody 
walks away slapping themselves on the back, feeling good that they have done something, having spent millions of 
dollars on it, and yet this poor old Holden car is still not working. What we should do is get somebody to look at this 
problem, and, in this case, get a mechanic. There would be two benefits from that. The first benefit would be that we 
would save the government millions of dollars. The second benefit would be that there would be an old Holden car 
that people could actually use. 
That brings me to the next looming threat, which is the Fitzroy River national park. This will kill off any hope the 
Indigenous people have of getting off welfare. The “Fitzroy–Dawson National Park” will create only a handful of 
ranger jobs, whereas the pastoral and agricultural industry will create thousands of jobs. When I last spoke about 
this, Minister Dawson interjected and said — 

… they are not interested in a whitefella picking jobs for them. Aboriginal people can decide for themselves. 
I ask you, Madam President: decide what? There are no jobs and there never will be any jobs if this national park 
goes ahead. That is why the “Fitzroy–Dawson National Park” must not go ahead. Local businesses would benefit 
without a national park. Local residents would benefit. Indigenous communities would benefit and the pressure would 
be taken off the local police. 
I have received exactly the same email from hundreds of people wanting the national park to go ahead. These people 
cannot even write their own emails; it is exactly the same email and no doubt they were instructed about who to send 
it to. This is a case of slacktivism and I urge members to disregard these emails. Some of the emails are coming 
from the eastern states and I doubt that the majority of these pawns know where Fitzroy Crossing is and they will 
probably never go there for a visit. Their main concern appears to be damaging the living river. Why would the 
current industries destroy the river when they are totally dependent on it? Anyway, the government can easily regulate 
sustainable water use. 
One Nation supports the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA’s Grow Our North campaign. Let us focus 
on delivering real economic opportunities to the Kimberley and the Pilbara through encouraging investment in, 
and the expansion of, our primary industries, rather than hindering progress through red tape and green tape—the 
worst of all, which is locking away very productive land in a national park. The industries are prepared to spend 
millions of dollars to grow the region. Why would they destroy the river, the lifeblood of all the industries in 
that area? 
To conclude, Madam President, let us help the next generation of young Aussies, black and white; help them have 
a future in their own region and help them live a life free from the soul-destroying welfare. 
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HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [9.52 pm]: I will take the opportunity to respond 
to a couple of points that the honourable member made. I sensed his frustration in question time when he heard 
the representative minister say that the answer was coming from the Minister for Police. I saw Hon Robin Scott’s 
frustration. I make this point: the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs does not have a service delivery agency. The 
member needs to understand that although the agency has a wide role across a range of policy areas, it is not service 
delivery. The member was not going to be able to get — 
An opposition member interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, member! I appreciate that we are in unusual circumstances when members may not be 
seated in their normal place. But you do not have the right or the opportunity to stand and speak where you are. 
So I suggest you take a seat, but do not yell from that seat, please. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Thanks, Madam President. 
I appreciate the issue that the member raised and I am just trying to assist him to not be frustrated when he gets an 
answer from a minister in that position, because the minister’s agency is not a service delivery agency. The member 
is quite right to be concerned about the things that he is concerned about and the issues that he raised in the Bayulu 
community. He is quite right to be concerned about those things. 
The other point I would make—I guess this probably will not go down well either—is that the member made a point 
of saying that because he was getting emails that were generic and of the same kind of text, that was some sort of 
indication that perhaps the people sending them could not even write. I have been in here for 20 years. I regularly get 
standard-text emails from a whole range of people about a whole range of issues. It has nothing to do with literacy; 
it has to do with a campaign style. 
An opposition member interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
An opposition member interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, member! 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I knew that bit would not go down well. I was just trying to assist, honourable member. 
 


	BURGLARIES — BAYULU
	Statement
	Statement


